Demodex: commensal or pathogen?
Demodex mites are considered commensals of human pilosebaceous units. Their role in skin disease is controversial. The aim of our study was to investigate the Demodex infection in patients with characteristic skin lesions and to correlate the level of infestation with epidemiological and clinical features. we have studied 120 symptomatic patients, diagnosed between January 2012 and December 2012; the detection of mites was realized by microscopic examination of potassium hydroxide preparations from biological samples taken by scraping and squeezing method. The total prevalence rate of infection in our study group was 40.83%. We did not find statistical significant correlation with gender or age or with the type of lesions. Prevalence of Demodex infestation in facial dermatitis is high and its detection must be taken into consideration in routine diagnostic of facial suggestive lesions.